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e the arin, ‘making a few cursory remarks upon the 
Condition ty language, which our venal prints were 
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‘from which they have been promul 


pattention. 


‘beginning to hold with regard to our dear 


allies in the Anti-jacobin war, the Court of 
Sicily ; at that time, when*l was, with as 
much freedom as it was prudent to attempt 


‘to exercise, endeavouring to prepare the 


minds of my readers. for what I expected 
soon to see take place; at that very time, 
as it now appears, Lord William Bentinck 
{a son of the late Duke of Portland and a 


; brother of the present Duke) was actually | 


arrived in England from Sicily, whither he 
had, but a few weeks rt ay bie seril, as 
Commander in Chief of our army there 
and as our minister plenipotentiary, and 
where, as was seen in my last, he was ex- 
pected to be the bearer of “ strong and po- 
“sive instructions.” The cause of his 
speedy return has not yet been publicly 


stated in plain terms ; but, our venal prints 


have given us the supposed cause; and, 
upon their suppositions, taking into view 


ithe probability of the sources whence the 


suppositions really proceed, and the motives 
gated 
amongst “ this most thinking people,’’ some 
observations present themselves, and to 
these I beg leave to solicit the reader's 
As a preparation, however, 
for these observations, it may not be amiss 
jor us to refresh our memories as to mat- 
ters, which the Jength of the war-and the 
Multitude and magnitude of its events, 
may well be supposed to have almost ob- 
literated from our minds; and which are, 
nevertheless, necessary to be remembered, 
in order to give us clear notions, and to 
enable us to judge correctly, of what is 
how going on, and, which is of more im- 
portance, of the events, which every one 
must now anticipate. Our connection 
with the Court of Sicily, I shall not, at 
Present, attempt to trace farther back than 
the year 1805; but, the time will come 
must come, when the previous part of 
at Connection, when the events of 1799, 
— the deeds of the Bay of Naples and 
Ey which Lord Nelson took therein, 
n the traly noble conduct of Sir 








a 


eg 


f4is 


Thomas Troubridge and Captain Foote, 

when the fate of the Neapolitan Patriots, 

when, in short, all the acts of that time, in 

their unvarnished colouts, will be consigned 

to the volume of history, and handed down 

to the impartial judgment of future times. 

In waiting, with all the patience that we 

can command, for the day when this sacred " 

duty may be safely performed in a man- 

ner responsive to the demands of truth and 

justice; in waiting for that day, which, 

let us hape, is at no great distance, we will, 

because we must, content ourselves with 

tracing back our connection with the 

Court of Sicily to the year 1605.——In the 

month of September of this last mentioned 

year, the Emperor Napvleon being then 

at war with Austria and Russia, which war 

was terminated at Austerlitz, the Court of 

Sicily (then of the Two Sicilies) entered 

into a treaty of neutrality with the Emperor 

of France. The former stipulated to ob- 

serve a strict neutrality during. the war ; 

and, especially, not to suffer any«Russian 

or English troops to land in Naples, and 

not to commit its own troops to the com- 

mand of any foreign power or officer. In 

consequence of the conclusion of which 

treaty, which was ratified on the 8th of 

October, 1805, the Emperor of France 

withdrew his troops from the territory of 

Naples, part of which he had, by way of 

precaution, occupied from the commence- 

ment of the present war with England. 

But, on the 20th of November, only about 

six weeks after the ratification of the treaty, 

an English and Russian squadron came 

into the Bay of Naples (the memorable 

theatre of the deeds of 1799!) and there | : 

landed a body of troops, amounting to | 

about 24,000 men, 14,000 Russians under 

General Lasey, an@ 10,000 English under 

Sir James Craig. These troops, the land- 

ing of whom was not opposed, tarched 

into the interior, in order, as was alledged | 

by Russia, to make a diversion in favour of 1] 

Austria; but, their landing was a signal . 

for warlike preparations on the part of the ) 

Court of Naples, who thus, once more, 

seemed resolved to enter the field against 

Napoleon. Scarcely, however, were these a 
‘ 




















reparations begun, when Napoleon, 
ving subdued his two great enemres at 
p 
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Austerlitz, dispatched an army, with hts 
brother Joseph at its head, to drive the 
Neanolitan Court and its allies ‘ into the 
sea”’ The effect of this was the flight 
of the Court of Naples to Sicily, preceded 


force of France for a single week. 
now, and probably for the last time, that 
the Court of the Two Sicilies crossed the 
Bay of Naples, that Bay which had been 
the scene of their triamph, in 1799, the 
never-to-be-forgotten 1799. 
time, the kingdom of Naples has owned 
the sway, first of Joseph Buonaparte, and 
afterwards of Prince Murat, now the king 
of Naples, and contending for the sway 
over Sicily also. Our army went, as 
we have seen, to the island of Sicily, 
where it has been, with its augmentations, 
from the early part of the year 1806 to 
the present time. The reader need 
hardly be reminded of the several attempts, 
which have’ been made by that army to 


recover the Neapolitan tertitory or to an- | ; 
lated the neutrality of ther territory; and 


noy the conqueror, but all which are well 
known to have wholly failed in their ob- 
ject, though upon one occasion, the battle 


appear to have been displayed by sir John 


Sicily) and by the officers and troops 


under his command.—From the time o! 


the abandonment of Naples, our connec- 


tion withthe Court of Sicily became, ef 


course, more close. ‘That court was, ina 
measure, ruzned, ‘They had indeed a part 
of their dominions left; but, they had lost 


their palaces, their goods, all the absolute 
possessions of a Court, and, what is of more 
consequence, the far greater part of their 


revenues. lLlaving, in this beggared situ- 
ation, a war to carry on for the preserva- 
tion of the remaining part of their domi- 
nions, they naturally looked to England 
for the greater part of the means neces- 
sary for that purpose ; and, as the men who 
then ruled, like those who still rule this coun- 
try, regarded, apparently, the preservation 
Say” 5 being of importance to us, the 
Court of Sicily obtained, and has ever 
since receivéd from England a large an- 
nual subsidy for the purpose of enabling 
that Court to keep on foot an army ofa 
certain strengih for the purpose oi! assist- 


ing us in the defence of the island._—We 


shall see, in the publications, upon which 
{am about to remark, that this subsidy is 
regarded as the effect of the most pure 
disintercatedness, of the most sublime gene 
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rosity, and, therefore, without enterins 
here into the question of bow far our go. 
vernment would be justified in expending 
the resources of England in the way of 
gift to the Court of Sicily, without any 


by the English army, who were utterly ; view to the. zntercst of England ; without 
unequal to the task of resisting the mighty | entering prematurely upon that ima portant 


It was | 


‘ J 
question, we ought here to look back 


| little to the cause of the Court of Sicily 


Sincathat | 





being driven out of Naples and being re. 
duced to the necessity of fighting for their 
last stake in Sicily, and to see what part 
we bore in the producing of that cause. 
The Emperor Napeleon, in his order to 
his army, dated at Schoenbrun, said, thet 
the Court of Naples had been treacherous, 
that they had broken their treaty of neutra- 
lity, and that, therefore, they should ceaseto 
reign. Now, did the Russians and English 
land with the approbation of the then Court 
of Naples, or did they not? If they did, 
the charge of the Emperor Napoleon was 


just; and, if they did not, that Court lost 


theirecontinental dominions on our account; 
they lost those dominions because we rio- 


which tervitory, be it well observed, we 


| abandoned without a battle in its defence. 


° ! ° ome . ' 
of Maida, much skill as well as courage | A bate, with our trifling force, would 
| have 


Stuart (who succeeded sir James Craiz at | we fought no battle in defence of the 


been useless; but, at any rale, 


kingdom of Naples; aud, be it also ob- 


| served, that we gave up t ne contest ayalist 


c 


‘the remonstrances of the Court, whom, in 
fact, we left to follow our army to the 


esses eee 








island of Sicily. We wanted uot the wl 
to defend Naples against the French; but 
we wanied the power. The eilect was the 
same to the Court of Sicily ; and, whethe 
we landed with the approbation of that 
Court, or against their will, the ruin that 
ensued was, it is clear to me, equally a 
tributable to that landing. ‘Thereiore, 
when our writers are talking so loudly 
our generosity, of the great savours which 
we have conferred on the Court of Sictly, 
and of their érgracitude, those writers mush 
surely* have wholly forgotten all the facts 


' that I have now, with too much prolix!!y; 


perhaps, endeavoured to recall to wee 
mind of the reader. Let it not be me 
gined, however, that I wish to be the de- 
lender or the apologist of the Court of SI 
cily. No, reader, 1 pray you not to im 
gine that; not to suppose, for one single 
moment, that I have any feeling of frient- 
ship for that Court. But, ¢ruh ought © 
be spoken of every one, be he who o 
what he may: the devil, according 
the old saying, ought to have his due 
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| are now putting forth. 
| heard, in a sort of half-whisper, of certain 
© misunderstandings in Sicily. 
ling vehicles have hinted at jealousies and 
want of cordiality ; but, until now, we 
Phave not had it openly avowed, that the 
P Court of Sicily, our old dear friends and 
| Antijacobin associates, were at enmity with 
Pus; nay, that they were actually our ene- 


Fever, We are now told,and we are also told 
Sof the proper remedy to be applied, which 
"remedy is neither more nor less than a 
Pscizure of the Sicilian Dominions for our own 
fase, lest they should fall into the hands of 
the French. Weare told, by the same 
'venal writers, who talk so much of our dis- 
binterestedness and generosity, that we ought 
to seize upon the country, of which we 
ehave so disinterestedly and generously 
Scome to the defence. 


pwords. I could quote several of them, 
rbut I shall, in the first instance, take 
‘the Courier of the 28th of September. 
‘Alter adverting to the fact of Lord W. 
thus: “ The PEOPLE of Sicily are 
)~ known to be well disposed to this country, 
) “and to be grateful for the assistance we 
,‘ save afforded them, without which they 
“the enemy. The KING of Naples may 


 butthe cares of Government are too bur- 
“thensome for him, and he commits them 
“to other hands. 


“of hate instead of gratitude; and the 
“ those oljects—an observation, the truth 


“as the Tyrant of old did, when in speak - 


“ ferred upon me too great obligations for 


he] OCTOBER 5, 


| After this preface we may enter upon our | 
© yemarks on the venal publications that | 


We have long | 





These hire- 


mies even in a warlike sense. This, how- 


But, it is now 
time to hear the venal writers in their own 








Bentinck’s return, the writer proceeds 


“would long since have been invaded by 





‘ . , : ° 
‘have, and we believe has, good intentions, 


In the QUARTER to 
s‘which we allude there has always been 
“a strange jealousy of the English. Upon 
“ some minds obligations produce a feeling 


*“ presence of the objects conferring them is 
“0 . . . ‘ 4 

goading and painful. Such minds eager- 
ti ’ ° . . 

ly receive iinpressions unfavourable to 


: of which has been sensibly experienced 

' 4 bd * . ry 

in Our alliance with Sicily. The PARTY 
'o whom we allude seems to have felt 


“ . 
__ ng of a person who had done him great 
service, he exclaimed—“ He has con- 


1 “me to love him.” ——Our commerce 
has been subject to vexatious regulations 
| our military and naval force neither 
_, Uelcomed with the cordiality it deserved, 
Dor furnished with the facilities which 
. 'thad purchased. with és treasures and 
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“vts blood. If any errors were commit- 
“ted, they were magnified: while ser- 
“ vices, however signal, were under-rated, 
“ or received with reluctant acknowledg- 
“ment... At first, it is said, we remonstrat- 
“ed gently, more “in pity than in anger’ 
bul remonstrances were unattended to, 
‘and it was remarked that such of the 
“ Sicilian Nobility as had been the strong- 
“ est in their atéachment to us were coldiy 


| © received, and their visits gradually dis- 


“ pensed with. Of these noblemen some 
« have been banished. It was in this state of 
“ affairs that Lord W. Bentinck arrived at 
“ Palermo; and as may well be conceiv- 
“ed, was instructed to speak a decisive 
“ language.—"* We have oflorded you, we 
« « are still affording you the most power- 
“<« ful and DISINTERESTED assistance 
(«« ——Co-operate with us heartily in a 
« « work of which you are to receive the 
«« EXCLUSIVE benefit.’ It may be 
“ supposed that we accompanied this open 
“Janguage with the demand of CER- 
TAIN PLEDGES of the good faith of 
“the Sicilian Government; that we re- 
“quired the removal of those Counsellors 
“‘ who were known to be hostile to our inte- 
“ rests,and who would paralyse any efforts 
“ that might be made for the safety of the 
“kingdom. The manner in which this was 
“ received, and the language held in reply 
* to our remonstrances, might, we speak 
“ only from conjecture, have been deemed 
os by Lord W. Bentinck so offensive and 
“ affronting as to convince him that hisim- 
mediate departure was the only step he 
« could take consistently with the duty he 
«“ owed to the Government of which he 
“« was the representative. What course 
« will be adopted by his Majesty’s Minis- 
« ters, we cannot of course be acquainted 
« with—but there is one clear principle : 
“« If our Ally, by treachery, or negligence, or 
“« supineness, will not use the means he has 
«in his power to prevent his territories 
« from falling into the handsof our enemy, 
«and thereby increasing that enemy's 
“means of annoying Us, he can have no 
«« just cause of complaint against us if we 
«no longer consider and treat him as @ 
« friendly power.” Are there no thun- 
derbolts! No, not for fellows like this; 
but there surely are stones, horseponds, 
pumps, blankets and broomsticks! What! 
and are our senses to be insulted in this 
Will the public tolerate this 
abominable, insult! Will they 
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manner! 
gross, this 


bear to be told, first, that we have placed 
an army in Sicily from motives of the 


P 2 


















































® ‘ i Ne 
Se i 7S . ; ’ 
te crate PH, 2B ae ee 


wits 1 Alec 








493) POLITICAL REGISTER.—Sicily. [494 


most pure “ DISINTERESTEDNESS ;” 
that we have done all that we have done, 
and are doing in Sicily, purely tor the 
purpose of serving the Sicilians ; that they 
are to have the “ EXCLUSIVE benefit 

of all our exertions; will the public bear 
to be told this, and then, in the very next 
breath, be told, that the defence of the 
island js necessary to prevent its falling 
iato the hands of the enemy, and “thereby 
“ increasing THAT ENEMY’S MEANS 
“ OF ANNOYING Us!” Will the pub- 
lic bear this? If it will ; if it will patiently 
hear this; why, then, all that I can sav, 
ig, that it matters very little what befalls 
such a public. And, indeed, nothing but 
severe suffering ; nothing but rods of scor- 
pions, can bring such a public to its senses, 
and make it distinguish between truth and 
falshood. Before we proceed any fur- 
ther with our remarks, it is necessary to 
observé, that, im all the lhireling prints, 
there has been, within these few days, 
published a long extract from a work 
of CAPTAIN PASELEY, on the state of 
things in Sicily and on the policy proper 
for us to pursue with regard to that coun- 
try and its Court. This extract, which I 
have inserted in another part of this Num- 
ber, recommends the seizure of the istand. 
unless the Court, for the preservation. of 
the INDEPENDENCE of the country, 
will give up the command of the whole of their 
own army to us! I beg the readér’s atten- 
tion to this extract; for he may be quite 
sure, that the Court of Sicily has read it 
long ago, and that it has not failed to pro- 
duce a suitable effect upon their minds. 
——Capt. Pasiey seems to have been the 
leader of those, who have now found out, 
that the Court of Sicily are not our friends. 
He has- forgotten, if he ever knew, the 
history: of our former connection with the 
Sicilian Court, when they reigned in Na- 
ples as weil asinSicily ; he does not advert 
te, nor does he seem to have the least recol- 
lection or knowledge of, the events, which 
finally drove the Court of Sicily from their 
continental dominions, and that gave an 
English army a footing in Sicily ; he ap- 
pears to consider the island as having been 
attacked, or likely to be attacked, by the 
French, and that, under such circum. 
stances, without our having had any hand 
in prodicing the embarrassments and dan- 
gers.of the Court, we flew to their assist- 
ance ; he talks of our disinterestedness and. 
ofthe gratitude due to us, in precisely the 
same style as all the venal writers, and he 
surpasses them all, I think, in bitterness 





against our dear Antijacobin ally. Hav. 
ing painted the conduct of the Court of 
Sicily in as black colours as he is wel! 
able, he comes to the remedy, He de. 
scribes the state of the army of Sicily; he 
tells us what we are able to do, and what 
we ought todo; and the Courier of the 
Ist instant approves of his recommenda. 
tion. Jt says: “ In a preceding page we 
« have inserted a long extract from Cup- 
« tain Pasley’s work on our military policy 
« and institutions. Heenters very largely 
«into the subject of our relations with 
« Sicily : and it may be wise to adopt the 
«€ policy he recommends.’’——This being the 
case, let us see what this, his recom- 
mendation, is, and what are the grounds, 
upon which he endeavours to justify i, 
whether in point of equity or policy. He 
speaks, with great, and, I dare say, de- 
served, contempt of the Sicilian Troops; 
says that we.should derive no assistance 
from them in case of an actual attack upon 
the Island; that our alliance with Sicily 
is upon the worst possible footing ; tha’, 
to remedy this, we ought to request the 
court cf Sicily “to appoint the British 


« of their army, and also to place its Com 
« missaviat and Paymaster’s offices in the 


| «hands of our Commissaries and Pay- 


«masters; that the Sicilian Troops 
« now look upontthe British Troops with 
“envy, and, perhaps, with hatred; that 
even this “ modification’ of the terms o! 
the alliance would be very disadvan- 
tageous for Great Britain, “ for that no- 
“thing can be more unfair and uyus, 
“than that the whole of the resources of 
« the great and rich island of Sicily should 
“be solely applied to the pomp and a 
“ sures of tts court, and to the charges ° 
« the civil administration, without leaving, 
at least, some surplus of revenue FOR 
“US; that, by such an arrangemen» 
« however, we should find ourselves ARY 
“ more secure in Sicily as a. MIL 

“STATION.” He then says, that YY 
way of objection to these alterations, | 


may possibly be urged by the court of 


Sicily, that there is a treaty, that a 
cannot, with jastice, infringe this te Y' 
and that, the proper time to have me 
the arrangements now proposed was a 
we entered into the treaty im gg 
Anticipating this objection, he says 
the court of Sicily, to set. up this _ 
with effect, must be able to show that! wl 
| have not violated, .or from, ! 





part.of the. congracts. Bat, he say’, that 


« General, in Sicily, the Commander in Chief 
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this they cannot show; for, that they 
have stipulated to keep constantly on foot 
, well-disciplined regular army of a cer- 
tain strength, and that they have not done 
this; that their army is not well-disci- 
lined, clothed, or paid; “ that their con- 
« duct to ther troops has been shameful and 
« oppressive, a8 both officers and soldiers 
«have no scruple in openly asserting ; that 
«we have, by this court of Sicily, always 
«been deceived by false musters; that, 
“this being the case, we are no longer 
«bound by the treaty, and that the least 
« thingwe can dois to withdraw our Subsidy, 
«and leave them to maintain their own 
“army in the best way they can out of 
“their own resources.” He then pro- 
ceeds to say, that this would be a better 
thing for us than even the punctual fulfil- 
ment of the present treaty; for, that we 
should, with the subsidy money, be able 
to raise a better army than that of Sicily 
is, and that the court of Sicily would, in 
this case, “ forfeit all claim to our NA- 
TIONAL GENEROSITY.” Anticipat- 
ing, that this step on our part might in- 
duce the court of Sicily to make peace with 
Napoleon, he says, that this would be 
the most fortunate thing in the world for 
us, for that “ we shall have a much better 
“ chance of success in Sicily in fighting there 
“as the enemies, than in fighting as the 
“allies, of the Sicilian government.”” He 
says, that the French cannot come 
to their aid without our permission ; that 
the Sicilian army would be easily beaten 
by us; that WE MIGHT ARM THE 
PEOPLE OF SICILY IN OUR FAVOUR, 
Therefore, he says, hostilities on the part 
of the court of Sicily are by no means to 
be dreaded ; but that, on the conérarg, 
“they would give usa RIGHT once more 
“to TAKE POSSESSION OF SICILY 
“FOR OURSELVES, which would be 
“attended with the most BENEFICIAL 
“EFFECTS TO OUR POWER AND 
“PROSPERITY ; and, that we ought 
“not to have the SMALLEST SCRUPLE 
: in adopting this VIGOROUS measure, 
‘if the court of Palermo, by their MIS- 
"CONDUCT, give us JUST REASON 
for 80 vor 3” and the “ misconduct,” 
which would give us this ‘ just reason,” 
ie explains to mean, a refusal of “ our 
¥ MODERATE and REASONABLE te- 
, est, that WE should COMMAND 
Reade that we ourselves PAY.””—— 


er, 1s it ee aay to say any more 
“4 ~ is, than jast to © re, tii is is 
* language of all the hireling prints in 
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England ; of all those, who for so many 
years, have been the advocates of the war 
in Sicily ?——As to the conduct of the 
Sicilian Court, our dearly beloved Anti- 
republican friends, I shall leave that te be 
described by their associates; I shall 
leave that to the Antijacobins, and shall 
be more apt to give them credit in this 
case than in almost any other; but, I 
must say, that it is somewhat surprising, 
that souls, so formed by nature for har- 
monious intercourse, should have per- 
mitted any thing to produce hostility be- 
tween them; and, in spite of present ap- 
pearances, I am inclined to think, that 
they will make all up again; that they 
will shake hands and be friends again, 
and hang together as to all practical pur 
poses, just as the opposing parties of a-cer- 
tain assembly do, though they hate one 
another like poison. I think they will 
“rally” round the good old cause, and 
bury their hatred to one another in their 
greater hatred of Jacobins, or reformers. 
But, all this while, the people of Eng- 
land, their blood and their taxes, seem to 
pass for nothing. We are told of the 

nerosity of defending the court of Naples; 
we are told of these fine acts of genero- 
sity on the parts of our government; but, 
to hear these writers, one would imagine, 
that they gave the money out of their own 
pockets. The fact is, however, that the peos 
ple of England pay, in subsidy, to the 
Court of Sicily, 400,000/. a year, and have 
dune this for several years last past. Four 
hundred thousand pounds a year, while 
there are twelve hundred thousand paupers 
in England and Wales ; while the taxes 
are so heavy as to be paid with the great+ 
est difliculty ; and while it is notorious 
that this subsidy causes an issue of bank 
notes that adds very greatly to the depreci+ 
ation of the paper money.—This isa matter 
that never seems to enter into the heads 
of any of those who inveigh against the 
conduct of the Court of Sicily. These 
writers make no scruple to assert that that 
court are our enemies ; but, such is theit 
contempt of the people of England, that 
they do not seem to think it at all neces- 
sary to say a word in the way of excuse 
for those, who give nearly half @ million 
a year of our money to our enemies; and 
that, too, if what these writers now say be 
true, long after it was well known that they 
were our enemies. But, the fact is, that 
this set of politicians, the whole set of 
them, despise the people of England more 
than they do any other of God's creatares. 
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Upon reading the above passages, 
in which the oppression of the Sicilian troops 
is spoken of, one cannot scarcely forbear 
laughing outright. We are not told indeed 
in what manner they are oppressed ; we are 
not told precisely what sort of punishment 
js inflicted upon them; whether any ot 
them have pins thrusted up under their 
nails when suspected of shamming illness. 
It would have been worth while, | think, 
just to give us a specimen or two of their 
treafuent; but this, l suppose, was avoided 
from pure “ delicacy ;” from a kind wish 
to spare our tender feelings. ‘Thank you, 
genie souls; but, another time, do not 
suff* vour tenderness to get the better of 
truth. Let v3 have the piciure full before 
us, tell us plainly what it is that they do 
to the Sicili:n soldiers.——The idea of 
arming the Sicilian people against their go- 
rernment is not less amusing, especially 
when we recollect that one of tue princi- 
pal grounds of the Anti-jscobin war, was, 
that the French Convention invited aay 
people who were oppressed to rise against 
their government. These are precious 
avowals, and really one would almost think 
that the object was to show to the whole 
world, that the French Convention was 
right in all they did as to foreign govern- 
ments,———But, of all the nottons incul- 
cated in these writings, the most aniusing 
certainly is that of compelling the govern- 
ment to give up its army into our hands, 
to put all the forts and military posts into 
our possession, and to make us masters of a 
part, at least, of the revenue; and all this 
for what? Why, for the purpose of pre- 
serving the INDEPENDENCE of the 
country! Oh, impudence unparalleled ! 
And yet these same men affect to laugh at 
the idea of Denmark and Prussia and 
Saxony being independent; and they scru- 
ple not to abuse Napolesn, to call him up- 
Start Despot and remorseless ‘Tyrant, be- 
cause he is supposed to dictate to these 
states a system of commercial laws, a fact 
of which there is little doubt, but of which 
they have no proof. They cal! him ¢rea- 
cherous because he has entered Spain with 
an army and is endeavouring to subdue it; 
and, iv almost the same breath, they openly 
recommend the seizure of Sicily by our 
army, who, be it observed, entered Sicily 
as allies, and have remained there ander 
the sanction of a treaty. One of our venal 
prints (the most venal of all), the Times, 
recommends the sending of the king and 
queen af Sicily to Nuples. These are the 
words, used by that print on the 28th of 
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September: “ We think, though, as yp 
‘ have before stated, our means of judging 
“ are very scanty, that it would not be ay 
‘impolitic scheme to land the King and 
‘ Queen of the two Sicilies on the conzi. 
« nental part of their Majesties’ dominions, 
«in order that they, and particularly the 
‘latter of them, might head ¢he partizay 
« which they possess there, and rescue Ny. 
« ples from the grasp of Murat.. A Regency 
“could govern the island in their ab. 
“ sence.” When the queen of Sicily 
reads this, as I dare say she will, I wonder 
whether she will look back to 1799, whea 
she and Lady Hamilton and her husband 
and Lord Nelson were at Naples and in the 
Bay ! I wonder whether she will recolleet 
ELEONORA FONSECA! In justit. 
cation of thismeasure,whicb is nothing short 
of a sentence of death against the king and 
queenof Naples, the same print,of the 30th of 
September, offers the following arguments: 
« Thus much is very clear, that if one party 
is for the French, the other must be agaist 
“them; and the inference is no less ob- 
“vious, that as we were called to Sicily 0 
« protect that island from the French, we must 
“ unite with that party which is most likely 
“to be sincere in acting with us for the 
“attainment of so desirable an object. 
« Our view is the independence of Sicily, 
“and has only relation to the external 
‘ politics of the country. With the inter- 
“nal ones, we have neither the right nor 
‘the wish to interfere; except they, 
« themselves, are perversely thrown across 
our path, and then they must he cleared out 
« of the way. Af the Court and. people tig! 
‘with each other, so let them; 11s not 
“ our concern, provided we have placed i 
“our hands the means of securing our own 
“ safety, and repelling the common enemy. 
« But if either Court or people éhink ol 
« calling in the French to aid their party 
« politics, the faction that does that imme 
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© diately becomes Freneh to us, and must be 


« rooted out, not for our advantage merely, 
“ but for the preservation of che island. We 
“ seck to impose no new King on it, 45 Buo- 
“‘ naparie does: we seek to levy no dyrann 
“ cal conscription: we are only struggling 
“to let it have the power, SO DEAR TV 
« HUMANITY, of directing its own afar" 
“ and acting as an independent State, This 
“ power we must assist it in retaining ® 
“jong as it can; «and, at all events, 
“ must take care, that if itis relinquishe#, 
“it may not be put into the hands oe 
“© enemies.” So dear to humanity! On, 
detestable hypocrite! And you want, © 
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you, toassume the command of the Sici- 
jianarmy and to appropriate the revenues of 
the country, in order to enable Sicily to 
direct ts own affairs! You would not do as 
Buonaparté does, eli? No, you would send 
the king and queen of Sicily to Naples 
there to be torn in atoms, while he gives 
ihe Bourbons of Spain a princely establish- 
ment in Franee. You would set up noncw 
bing, not you indeed : you would only just 
tale the country for yourself. Your object 
is to secure the éndependence of Sicily, and 
to secure that ebject you only want to 
have the army, the forts and the revenue 
in vour hands, and to * root out’’ all those 
who would oppose this ‘ moderate” wish. 
You say, that those who wish to call in the 
French become French to you ; but you will 
not give the world proof, or something like 
proot of sucha wish? “ If the Court ¢hink 


“of calling in the French;’’ but, how are 
p you to know their éhoughts; and, was there 


ever before heard of such intolerable 
tyranny as that of proceeding to punish 


| people for presumed thoughts ? ‘This charge 


of wishing in favour of the French is a 
sweeping one. There is no case that it 
will not suit; no object that it will not 


reach, We here see nothing but hy pothe- 


sis; nothing but suspicion thrown out: #7 
oue party are for the French; #f either 
court or people think of calling in the 
French. So that, whether it be the pre- 
sumed wish of the one or the other, we are 
thereon to found aright of “ rooting that 
party out.’’ his, if it produce no effect 
upon the people of England, will not fail 
to produce effect in other parts of the 
World.———-Before I dismiss this subject, I 
cannot refrain from saying a few words 
upon the proposition that these writers 
nake of seizing upon the island of Sicily, 
lor our own. use. The rabble of politi- 
cians, whether in high or low life, are al- 
Ways eager for new acquisitions of terri- 
ory, very seldom reflecting whether they 
are likely to produce good or evil, and 
they are sure to have on their side all that 
‘umerous tribe, who are continuaily gapy 
ing for the taxes, and to give them a chance 
of getting at which every new acquisition 
of territory is admirably calculated.. 
But, if this seizing proposition were to be 
‘opted, what effect does the reader 
masine it would have upon the minds of 
the Spaniards, some of whom have alread y 
cen charged with the crime of having ap- 
Prehensions upon the score of our sending 
reinforcements to Cadis, and of our having 
‘design to place their. troops and their 
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| provinces under the command of our own 
| 


ollicerss Does the reader suppose, that 
a seizure of Sicily, and, of course, a 
virtual dethronement of the king, would 


those Spaniards ? Say, that we stop 
short of this, and content ourselves with 
the “* moderate and reasonable”? demands, 
suggested by Captain Pasley and approv- 
ed of by the venal English prints; name- 
ly, with a surrender of the Sicilian army 
and a part of the revenues into our hands ; 
say, that we content ourselves with these 
‘© moderate and reasonabie’”’ terms, is it 
likely, that the confidence of the Spani- 
ards will thereby be completely restored ? 
Well; but shall we be able to keep 
Sicily, to “ preserve its zrdependence ;”’ shall 
we, even if we seize the island, be able 
to accomplish this amiable and disinter- 
ested purpose for any length of time ? 
Shall we be able to beat the Sicilian army 
and arm the peasantry against the governs 
ment and, at the same time, defend the 
island against the French; shall we be 
able thus to “ preserve the indcpendenee”? 
of Sicily without an army of jifiy or sexrly 
thousand men and an annual expenditure 
of ten millions in Bank Notes? Do these 
projectors think of these things? No, they 
think of nothing but what they suppose 
will be pleasing to those whose very 
wishes they vie with each other in anti- 
cipating. Upon this subject the Morn- 
ing Chronicle, which is supposed to speak 
the sentiments of the OUTS, holds a 
strange language. It is always blaming 
the ministers for want of VIGOUR in 
their transactions with Sicily. Not a 
word about justice or consistency; not a 
word in favour of the people of Sicily ; but 
hints at the misconduct of the Court éo- 
wards us, and a call for vigorous measures. 
The venal prints, fighting under the flag 
of Captain Pasley, have acted a more Can- 
did part; they have told us what they 
mean by vigorous measures, They would 
demand the Sicilian army and part of the 
revenues to be given up to us, and, if this 
‘© moderate and reasonable’? demand was 

refused, they would * root out’’ the retus- 

ing party, and, if the Court were that 

party, they would toss them down upon 

the strand of the Bay of Naples, where 

they would have as good a chance as if 
tossed into a tyger’s den amongst a dam 

and her young ones. ‘This, at any rate, 

is frank: it is speaking out: we know 

what the parties mean; whereas the 
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ears nothing but a sort of mysterions call 
tor vigour. This is, however, the ge- 
neral tone of the OUTS, who, upon all oc- 
casions, find fault of the ministers for their 
want of rigour; which, being fairly inier- 
preted, means, that they would, if they 
were in place, do the same acts that the 
ministers do, but that they would do them 
in amore vigorous manner. We never hear 
them complain of the injustice of any of the 
acts of their rivals; never of any waste, of 
the public money; never of any encroach- 
nent on the liberiies of the people. All 
that they complain of 1s, a want of vigour. 
Let them look at the acts of our govern- 
moent for the last twenty years; Jet them 
look into the Statute Book for that period, 
and ihey will, i think, see no marks of a 
want of vigour. . We have heard much 
talk abow a vigour byond the law; but, 
really, those laws ere ot themselves sufh- 
ciently rigorous To hear these eternal 
complainis of a want of vigour, who woald 
not suppose, thar our government had, for 
2 long while, neglected the use of its 
powers, and had heen so very lenient and 
induigent as to have suffered the people 
fo ru riot with ease, riches, and licenti. 
ousness! Ah! these complaints of a want 
of mgour in their rivals ought to make us 
Cautious now we give anv encouragement 
to the OU'TS.~—-This charge of a want 
of vigour ti» been set up against all the 
old governments that have fallen before 
the republicans of France. © Louis XVI. 
“was a wenk-meaded man; he was toe le- 
 nient , 
ple.” And the some charge bas gone 
round, Ail the fallen kings “ wanted 
“ vigour,’’ according to the Anti-jacobin 
notions, They were pretty vigorous, how- 
ever, you will find, if you examine the 
acts of their days of power. There was 
ne want of vigour in France, while the 
lettr:s de cachet and the Bastile were in 
vogue. The kings of Prussia were very 
Vigorous men; and so were and are the 
Czarsol Muscovy. Even the Stadtholder 
gave unquestionable proofs of vigour when 
he called in the Prussian army, com- 
manded by the Duke of Brunswick, to 
put down the Dutch Patriots. And, 
though last not least, our august allies, the 
Court of Sicily, were rot wanting in vi- 
gour when they were upon the continent. 
Ju short, they have all been quite vigorous 
enough,except as against the French armies, 
in which case they have, indeed, shown a 
lamentable deficiency in this seeming] 
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seems never to have occurred toany of the, 
complainants of a want of vigour, tha: , 
was possible, that some of the fallen 90. 
vernments might have been 100 vizoryy, 
before they were attacked by the French 
that, when the French came, they found 
their vigour all exhausted. It seems neve, 
to have occurred to them, that there were 
| any means, other than those of force ap¢ 
punishment, by which the fallen gover. 
' ments mighthave convinced their subjects 
of the utility of resisting the French ar. 
imies. No such thought seems ever to 
‘have occurred to them. They can see 
clearly enough all the tyranny of Bu. 
naparte’s system. ‘They can rail against 
| him in a most manly strain. ‘Lhe Cov 
‘rier of the 3rd instam, in speaking of his 
present tour through his maritime don 
nions and of his rigorous measures as to 
commerce, says: “ There is one cons» 
“lation arising out of this increase of se- 
“verity; that as 2 puneshes his own s)- 
«« jects most, it renders him more and more 
‘odious, and may accelerate his downfull 
“Intoxicated by power, he appears ai- 
“ ways to forget that tyranny has us (omits; 
“that there is a period beyond which te 
“ oppressor cannot oppress, and the oppressé! 
“ weil not endure. He flatters himse!! per 
“ haps that his authority 1s now periect 
“Jy consolidated, and his despotisi se- 
“cure. Just sodo ALL TYRANT; 
“ Caligula never thought himself so sate 
“ and firm as on the very day he was dis- 
“ patched.”’———-Very good; but let the 
ebservations be general. Let them apply 
to all tyrants in every part of the world, 
and of every sort, whether open and bold 
in their tyranny; or whether their ty- 
ranny be marked by ¢éhe basest hypocrisy 
and by all the malice of cowardice ; Set wot 
these just observations remain unepplie( 
to the shamming, cheating, smiling, ci 
throatetyranny, which merits as great, and 
a much greater, degree of hatred, than 4 
.tyranny without disguise, for the latter 
is, in reality, much less cruel than the 
former. To return, for a moment, 
the subject of Sicily, I beg the reader not 
to believe, that J feel any parteality for 
the king or queen of that country ; 1 des 
him to believe, that I am, at best, indiller- 
ent as to what our government may do!” 
specting them. My concern is for ' 
people of Sicily and the people of bog- 
land, the latter of whom have long bee® 
paying enormous sums of money fort 
purpose of maintaining over the formet 
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Pour yenal writers, now told is an intoler- 
able tyranny, and which these writers 
‘openly purpose to “ root out,” ——-W hat 
» we shall next bear of from Sicily no man 
© can guess. . 
‘ jecture how the thing may go on ; but of 
jl this we may be well assured, that, in the 
Send, the cause of freedom will be bencfited | 
F even by the intyigues and cabals in the | 





It is quite impossible to con- 


Island of Sicily. 


Spain AND HER Coronies ! —— But, 
here, reacer, is a scene opewmg upon us! 
A declaration of independence on the shores | 
of the gulph of Mexico! Aud, at almost the | 
sime moment, the Cortes of Spain declar- | 
ing, that “Spain 7s mot the patrimony of | 
“any samily ?? The work of revolution 
has but yust madea serious beginning. The 
Anti-jacobins mav sharpen up their pens 
anew; tor they will have a sufficiency of 
employment. But, I imagine, they will | 
not again be able to persuade the people 
of Engiand out of voluntary loans and 
contributions in order to preserve to them. 
selves “ the blessed comforts of religion,” 
aud to keep * the gloomy despair of atheism” 
out of their families. No, no: this will 
notdo again. If it were to succeed, it 
would be quite useless; for, with all the 
power we possess, we should not be able to 
prevent revolutions in @ world that is re- 
solved upon revolution. I have — not 
room here to enter into any pariicular ob- 
servations upon the great public acts 
above-mentioned; but, [ cannot help re- 
marking, that the moment we hear, that a 
part of the Spanish Colonies have de- 
ciared themselves ddependent and have 
promulgated the principles of freedom, at 
that very moment we hear of Commis- 
sioners appointed by our government to 
mediate. between them and Old Spain! 
We must have, as the old saying is, “ a 
“finger in the pye.’ Why could we not 
have let these people alone? What need 
had we to profter our mediation? And, 
what can that mediation mean, unless it 
be to bring the Colonists back to their former 
state? Vain pursuit! Never will they 
again acknowledge subjection to Spain; 
and if the rulers of Spain (be they who 
they may) are wise, they will at once 
acquiesce in the separation; and cultivate 
44 intercourse with the new state, or 
states, as fast as freedom shall spread it- 
self over those fair but long-degraded re- 
Stons, Spain, supposing her to be undi- 
vided at home nk without an enemy in 
Europe, has not the power to subdue any 
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considerable force raised against her in 
South America. What, then, can she be 
expected to do in her present state? The 
war of Napoleon in the Peninsula will, 
then, in all probability, give freedom to 
South America; and we see, that it bas 
already drawn from the rulers of Spain 
(bis rivals) an abolition of the odious 
feudal tyrannies, and a declaration that 
Spain is not the patrimony of any family. 
Whatever, theretore, may have been his 
intentions, which, indeed, appear to have 
been merely those of a conqueror, the 
war which he has waged and is waging 
in Spain may be sately said to have pro- 
duced great good to mankind. Our re- 
sistance of him (without entering into our 
motives) has also been of use in the same 
way. between us we have given the 
South Americans time and opportunity 
to break their bonds; and, let us hope 
for a similar result in Oid Spain; a 
hope which must, | think, be uppermost 
inthe heart of every man who 1s not the 
enemy of his species. I am awate, how- 
ever, how the souls of the Anti-jacobins 
sulfer under the apprehension of seeing 
Spain and Soath America exbibit exam- 
ples of freedom. I think I see them now 
scowling over the “ Ricguts or Man,’ 
promulgated from the borders of the 
Mexican Gulph. In vain do they look 
round them for the means of forming ano- 
ther crusade against republicans and le- 
vellers. The heroes of Pilnitz are no 
where now to be found. All the Anti- 
jacobins can do 1s to sit and curse the voice 
of freedom that is, in every directich, 
forcing its way through the shattered and 
shaking fabric of tyrannical power, and 
calling upon the slave to throw off his 
chains, whether fastened on him by 
rude force, or, by slow and unseen de- 
grees, drawn round him by the hands of 
hypocrisy and fraud. 





Cov. M‘Manon. A gentleman, upon 
whose word I can rely, requests me to 
state, in correction of an error in my last, 
that Col. M‘Mahon “has been out of the 
« army for the last sixteen years; that, as to 
« his services, he shared fully with the other 
‘ British Officers, as a Subaltern in the 44th 
« Regiment throughout the seven year’s 
“campaign in America, at the head of 
‘which fell General Agnew and Majoi 
‘ Hope, and afterwards as a Captain under 
« the command of Lord Moira;_and that 
« his conduct, was universally such “as be- 
« came an officerand agentleman.””——~As 
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to the general conduct and character of Mr. 
M‘Mahon, it was unaeccssary for his 
friend to say a word; for I did not throw 
out the most distant hint against either, as, 
indeed, with truth, 1 could not, having 
never heard any thing to justify such a hint. 
With regard to the error relating to Mr. 
M‘Mahon’s having received pay as an 
officer in the army, the fault is not mine. 
« Men should be what they scem;” and, 
as he bore the name of Colonel, | reason- 
ably concluded that he was a Colonel, 
This was not, however, made by me a 
circumstance of much weight; for, as I 
observed before, his services were of 
a sort to be uéterly unknown to the public, 


and, therefore, to the public he ought not | 


to have come for a reward. As to his 
services as a Subaltern and Captain, during 
the unfortunate and disgraceful war against 
the American States, n> man will, [ am 
sure, pretend, that he had a fair claim, at 
his aye, to any rewards otber than those 
which the military service itse!f provided 
for him; and, when he chose to quit the 
army, he, of course, forfeited that claim. 
But, surely, no man will pretend that the 
present grant has had eye to the services 
here spoken of ! No: it is too monstrous, 
even for these times, to suppose, that a 
nan, who, as Captain, chose to quit the 
army, sixteen years ago, in the middle of a 
war, is to be rewarded for past services with 
a grant for life equal to the pay of trvency 
captams in that same army.———Much, how- 
ever, as I lament the granting of this place, 
IT lament it most of all because I cannot 
help looking upon itas a symptom of what 
we have to expect iv future. 


Invaston.——This, in all probability, will 
soon become a copious subject. In ano- 
ther part of this Namber the reader will 
find some documents relating to a threat- 
ened, or talked of, or surmised intended 
mvasion of Jersey and Guernsey. I have 
no time to make any remark upon these at 
present, and shall content myself witha 
decided expression of my opinion, that, if 
we have a timely reform of the Commons’ 
House of Parliament, we tay laugh at all 
Napoleon’s threats of invasion ; but, if we 
Aave not that reform......what then? Why, 
then we may LAUGH AT THEM TOO! 

W™. COBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 

4ih October, 1811 


P.S. I have not room to notice the 
Essex Meeting in the present Number. 
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SICILY. Representation of the Deputation 
of the Kingdom of Sicily, to his M). 
jesty the King of the Two. Sicilies,— pg. 
lermo, 9th July, 1811. 


May ir pLeass your Masrsty;—By, 
Royal Dispatch of the 30th of June jax, 
your Majesty did command this Deputz. 
tion to state, why they have submitted ty 
your Majesty, in their Representation oj 
the 13th of May last, a Paper signed by 


| forty Barons, by a Guardian. to a Minor, 
and by two younger Sons of Barons, re. 
'| specting the tax on payments of one per 

cent. assessed by your Majesty by your 


Royal Edict of ‘the 14th February, toge- 
gether with the observations the Deputa- 
tion may find it incumbent to make 
thereon.—In obedience to your Royal 
commands, the Deputation humbly state 
to your Majesty that only the desire not 
to withhold any thing from your Royal 
knowledge, has induced them to submit 
the said Paper, and to expose ingenuously 
how, and by whom, it was presented.— 
Meanwhile, the Deputation is of opinion, 
that the said Paper is not entitled to any 
further course ; because your Majesty's 
Edict, levying the tax of one per ceat, 
on payments, contains no encroachments 
onthe laws of the kingdom, and on the 
privileges granied to it by your august 
predecessors—-May God preserve your 
Majesty and the Koyal Family ter 
many happy years.—Your . Majesty's 
most humble subjects, the Deputies o 
the Kingdom, (Signed,) 

The Prince Butera. 

R. Archbishop of PALEnmo. 

‘The Prince Cuto, Deputy Senior. 

The Prince Campo-Franco. 

B. Serio, Bishop of Ermopoli. 

The Marquis CatLentins. 

The Prince Scorpta. 

The Canon Lorenzo Di ANTONI. 

The Chevalier Gaspare PALEnMo. 

The Prince Torremuzza. 

The Canon Proto Fittpront. 

The Prince Vatpina, Prothonotary 

to the Kingdom. 
Antonio De.ta Revere, Secretary: 


Srcity. Article in the Gazette, respecting 
the Arrest of the Nobles.—19th July, 
sil. 


We learn from Palermo, that on the 
night of the 19th inst: the following it 
bility were arrested by order of the 5'¢! 
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SICILY. 


' Of the King, &¢, &c. 


Ji 


Qian Government, and were immediately 


efterwards sent on board the Sicilian ship 


‘of war the Tartar, to be conveyed to the 
‘Jsland of Favigana, &c. 
Pare, the Princes of Belmonte, Villa Fran- 
Pca, Aci, Castel Nuovo, and the Duke of 
Angio.—The arrest and exile of these No- 
biemen has given rise to a report, which 
Fis wholly destitute of foundation, which 
Fis injurious to the English character, and 
calculated to diminish the authority of the 
i British residing in this island. 
| js, that these proceedings were instituted 
sat the desire of the British Government, 
Sand that the Admiral and English Charge 
'd’ Affaires, residing in Palermo, had taken 
a principal part in the execution of it. It 
© was also asserted, that an English ship of 
war was employed on this occasion. Such 
) arepresentation is known to be utterly 
false and absurd, by the inhabitants of 


Their names 


‘The report 


Palermo, who were eye-witnesses of the 


© transaction; it will also be acknowledged 


that such an interference would be both 
opposed to the established conduct of the 


British Government, and to the duties of 
| its principal agents in this Island.—Be the 


rumours on this subject what they may, 
we are empowered from the highest au- 
thority to contradict them, and to declare 
thatthe English had not only no partici- 
pation in the business, but not even the 
smallest knowledge of it. The inventors 


| and propagators of such vile calumnies 


could have no other object than to pro- 
mote discord between the two nations, and 
to disunite the hearts of the Sicilian peo- 
ple from their best friends, 





Royal Edict.—19th July, 1$11. 


It having been represented to his Ma- 





| jesty, that on several occasions the under- 
F Mentioned subjects have shewn mianilest 


proofs of turbulence, and of a disposition 
tu interrupt the public tranguillity, having 
taken the advice proper on such occa- 
sions, and after mature deliberation on the 
consequences of such disobedient conduct, 
he has resolved in his sovereign pleasure 


to order the arrest and exile to diflerent 
Islands of the following persons :—The 


Prince of Belmonte Vintimiglio, the Prince 


|of Villa Franea, who is also suspended 


trom his functions of Colonel of the Ist 
Regiment of Royal Dragoons, &c. the 
Prince of Veralsterra, the Prince of Villar- 
mosa, the Prince of Aci, who is also dis- 


missed from his post of Adjutant General 
FERDINAND, 
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JERSEY, By the States of the Island of 
Jersey, tn the year 1811, the 21st day 
of September. 





The States have been this day con- 
voked, at the instance of bis Excellency 
Lieutenant General Don, Lieutenant Go- 
vernor and Commander in Chief of this 
island, his Excellency has corsmunicated 
to the States a letter from the Secretary 
of State, acquainting him, that the enemy 
meditates an attack upon this and the ad- 
joining islands. ‘The Commander-in. Chief 
also communicates to the States the orders 
he had given in consequence of this in- 
formation, both respecting the troops of 
the line and the militia, and the diflerent 
preparations he had made in the event of 
an attack. ‘The States could not avoid 
observing, that in the wisdom of the mea- 
sures his Excellency had taken, with so 
much promptitude, for the event of an 
attack, nothing necessary for such a crisis 
has escaped his vigilance and foresight ; 
and they offer him their most sincere ae- 
knowledgments for this new proof of his 
attention, and of his indefatigable zeal for 
the safety of the country, in addition te 
so many others which had already ac- 
quired for him by the justest title, the love 
and gratitude of the inhabitants. The 
States feel themselves infinitely flattered 
by the confidence which the Right Ho- 
nourable Secretary of Srate has in the loy- 
alty and approved zeal of the inhabitants 
of this island, and they pray his Excel- 
lency to assure him that this confidence 
shali never be disappointed. Their an. 
cestors, who, in the most stormy times 
have given proofs of their attachinent to 
their Sovereigns, and of their inviglable 
fidelity, have given to their descendants 
an example which they will ever follow 
from duty and from inclination. The 
greatest sacrifices will cost them nothing 
in the imitation of so fine a model; to pre- 
serve them to themselves, and to transmit 
to their posterity the precious happiness 
they enjoy under the mildest and most 
happy of Governments. His Excellency 
is, without doubt, persuaded that the 
States will eagerly enter into his salutary 
views, and second his efforts to put the 

lace in the best possible state of defence. 
Animated by these sentiments, and. re- 
garding the fortress on the mount of St. 
Hilier as a most important point of de- 
fence; and considering that the advance- 
ment and completion of the works of that 
fortress, are most essential to the presct-. 
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ration ef the island in general, they offer 
their services to his [ectncer: to be 
employed in whatever manner he may 
think they can be useful towards this ob- 
ject, and they invite their fellow citizens 
to assist, by their bodily labour, their 
horses, carts, and waggons, when they 
shall be called upon by his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief. The States 
repose with the most perfect confidence, 
on the paternal care of the Government 
for the protection and the necessary aid 
for the defence of the island in this critical 
period; aud they have no doubt that his 
Excellency the Commander in Chief will 
make such representations on that head as 
circumstances shall appear to .require. 
This act shal] be printed and published. 
JEAN DE VeEuLLe, Secretary. 


REGULATIONS. 


The States of the Isle of Jersey have 
thought proper, in the present conjuncture 
to establish the following Regulations, 
which shall be printed, published, and 
stuck up .—Art. 1. In case of alarm or 
attack, which alarm or attack shall be 
considered as lasting till the troops are 
released from duty, it is expressly ordered 
to the tavern keepers to keep their houses 
shut, and not to distribute liquor to the 
regular soldiers or the militia, or to any 
one, without a written permission from an 
Officer commanding a detachment either 
of regulars or militia, under the penalty 
of a fine not exceeding 300 livres and the 
forfeiture of the licence.—2. It is equally 
enjoined to all other persons not to sell 
or distribute liquors to the Regulars or 
Militia, or to any one else, without the 
permission required by the foregoing ar- 
ticle, op pain of a fine not exceeding 300 
livres for each ofience.—3. In case of 
alarm or attack, the soldiers or other per- 
sous employed in the service of the Mi- 
_ litia are forbidden to enter taverns, public 
houses, or private houses, to procure |i- 
quor, without the permission of their com- 
manding Officer, under pain of being con- 
sidered disobedient, and punished accord- 
ing to the nature of the case.—4. Consta-: 
bles are required always to keep a snffi- 
cient quantity of candles, in order to i}}u. 
minate the churches withoutdelay in case 
of alarm in the night.—5. In case of 
alarm in the night, it is enjoined to the 
inthabitants of St, Helier and St. Aubin to 


to give light to’ the streets, 


oe candles in the windows of their |. 


The States, with a view of encouraging | 
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the vigilance of the: guards about ij, 
island, and of rousing the attention of qj 
persons to the safety of the country jg 
these critical times, have agreed to grant 
the sum of 1,000 livres to the first nay 
whether chief ofa guard, sentinel, or othe, 
who shall descry an enemy’s fleet destined 
for attacking this. island, and who shai 
take the necessary steps to inforin his fy. 
cellency the Commander in Chief, as som 


as possible ; that is, if he is a Chief of, 


Guard, by sending without. delay an in. 
telligent man of his guard to carry th 
news to the Commander in Chief; if lk 
is a centinel by informing his Chief of the 
news, in order that the latter may send of 
adispatch: and if he is any other person, 
by taking prompt and effectual measury 
to let the intelligence. be known as soon g 
possible at head-quarters,—7. The Stats 
considering aiso that it is of essential im. 
portance to the defence of the country a 
case of attack, to remove from the coas, 
and to put out of the reach of the enemy 
the horses and cattle of the inhabitany, 
have thought. it their duty to enjoin wo 
men, old and young persons, who shall not 
be otherwise employed in opposing the 
enemy, to drive away as quick as possible 
the cattle from the coast, to convey them 
into the interior, and to carry off as much 
forage and provisions of all kinds as they 
can. The States promise and engagew 
be answerable to the proprietors forthe 
value of the cattle thus sent into the i» 
terior, in case of accident or loss, or th 
cattle being taken and employed for the 
public service : and the States declare # 
the same time to those who neglect or fal 
to use these means of preserving their pr 
perty, by putting it out of the reach ot 
the enemy, that they shall not be attendel 
to in requiring indemnification in case ¢ 
accident or captare.—8. A reasonable re 
ward will be given by the States to thot 
who have the: misfortune to be wounded 10 
the defence of the country: and a pensio” 
to the widows during. their widowhood, 
and to the children of those who may 
killed: the whole according to circull 
stances, the exigency of the cases, and 
situation of the families. 
Jean pe Veuue, Registra 


Gusrnszy.—Proclamation.—By his Bxctl 
Licutenant~General Sir John Der 

. and K. C. Lieutenant. Governot ° 
neg 
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we Seah 
Vhereas certain intelligence has been 


eived of an intended attack of the enemy 
on this Island, Lieutenant General sir 
in Doyle, feeling the most perfect re- 


OS about the 
tention of al 
“1 Country in 


ee ri nce upon the zeal and courage of the 
mel, rae yal Inhabitants in the defence of every 
fleet destin g that is dear to them, and upon the 
1 who shel lantry and discipline of the Troops, 
forin his Ey have no doubts as to the issue of the 
thief Re. , test. But in order to prevent the con- 
. Chief of, ion incident to an invasion, by indivi- 
elay aie als unattached to Corps, not knowing 
ate te ir exact point of Rendezvous, it is 
Chief: ie eby directed that all Strangers, as well 
Chief of the bjects of his Majesty as Foreigners, who 
nay send of not enrolied in any Regiment or Corps 
Aga Militia, do forthwith send in their names 
- ait d places of residence to the Office of 
cee plonel Sir Thomas Saumarez, the Inspec- 

The Stale of Militia, in order that in the event of 
nietial b alarm, their services may be made avail- 
bales le to the general cause.— The Alarm Post 
persons of this description, will be the 
a the coast, 


xercising Ground at Fort George.—The 
nstables are earnestly requested to en- 
rce the Ordinances of the Royal Court 
specting the notice required to be given 
y all owners of Hotels, Lodgings, and 


















the enemy 
inhabitants, 
ENjoin Wo 
ho shall not 


sigan blic Houses, of the lodgers who may be 
a ig sident with them.—Persons having on 
7 finer ind any quantity of Flour and Provisions 


t sale, will be pleased to give in a retorn 


Js ” a. the quality and quantity, in order that 
: for te « same may be purchased by the Deputy 
as Le in, ommissary-General, should circumstan- 


ts render it necessary.—And whereas 
appears that Fuel has been frequently 
len from the furnaces for heating shot 
ound the Coast, notice is hereby given, 
hatany person detected in the commis- 
on of such an offence, will be prosecuted, 
ot as an ordinary thief, but as @ traitor to 
§ Country. : 
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$ to thow CILY.——Publication in the Courter News- 
ounded in paper of the ist of October, 1811, con- 
a pension _ taining an Extract from a Work of Capt. 
dowhood, Pasley, 


> may be 
| circull: 


, and the 





Our connection with the Sicilian. Go- 
ernment is reported to be so. precarious, 
‘to render a state of open hostility with 
t preferable to that in which, without any 








ustrar. } the benefits of alliance, without any of the 
‘s Brctle rdiality or co-operation of friedship, we 
"a Dovks ave all the expences of a subsidy; we 
bf Mploy a force (capable of making our- 
= ro cra of the Island), in Ay 

‘ 6 U for the lawfu I sovereign, we pa a 
ag **8e sum forthe purpose of enabling him 
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to increase the means of defence, and yet 
we are told that our assistance has created 
no feeling of gratitude, and that proposals 
and plans obviously calculated for ithe im- 
provement of the defence of the Island, 
are either received in the outset with sus- 
picion, or thwarted in their execution, or 
altogether rejected. ‘This will scarcely 
be believed, except upon the supposition 
of treachery on the part of the Sicilian Go- 
vernment ; and yet what could be gained by 
treachery towards this Country? Subju- 
gation by the enemy, dependence upon 
Buonaparté—the lowest degradation, and 
the vilest slavery. But folly and supine- 
ness, and misplaced confidence on the part 
of a Government, may enable men, (who 
have traitorous views) to subvert that go- 
vernment without any participatien on the 
part of the person at the head of it. Look 
at the example of Prussia!— However, 
without meaning to compare that unfor- 
tunate and abused Monarch with the Sici- 


lian Government, we shall quote some ex- 


tracts from a Work published by Capt. 
Pasley, in which our past, present, and fu- 
ture relations with Sicily are treated with 
considerable ability. —* Nothing (see page 
$47, second edition) can be more precari- 
ous than our present footing in that Island. 
By the late operations of the combined 
armies in the Spanish peninsula, the abso- 


jute necessity of having the chief com- 


mand, when we act in concert with an al- 
lied force inferior to ourselves in the art 
of war, has been fully proved, Now, the 
native Sicilian army, although composed 
of old soldiers, is, on account of the vices 
of its military constitution, and of a dis- 
contented spirit arising from bad usage, 
still less to be depended upon than the 
rawest levies that ever took the field in 
the Spanish peninsula; the officers at its 
head are more jealous of us, and will prove, 
when put to the test, infinitely more un- 
tractable than any of the Spanish chiefs, 
for they are without the patriotic and 
manly spirit which checks these selfish 
feelings in. the latter,* and q total inde- 





* «The men highest’ in office and com-~ 
mand, or, at least, in influence with the 
Court of Sicily, are equally foreign, by. 
birth, both to that Island and to Great 
Britain, it is their interest to keep us as 
much in. the back ground as possible, lest 
we should look into the management of 
eurown money, the countries from whence 
these men sprung, and whither they will 
naturally wish to retire, in order to enjoy 





Trg t 
. eo” are 


eee 


>. 


o 
> 
ow 
i a ee 


nnalint~ielieaiies anamoniellin ie is 


—~--- 


ee na 


_~ 


i — ee 









PP om ee 





"eaey 





Sane er es 





>-2 









en 
Sa Meks: rhe 9 
e 


— 
an see ee 


So ee a ee 
oe Nag = x 
eee - 
es eras 
Print 





a 






°. 
ee 
. te 


a Tee 
— 
















415) 
pendence of command, with a most com- 
plete want of concert, at present exists be- 
tween the Sicilian and the British troops. 
Hence, that we should derive any etlec- 
tual resistance from our allies, in case the 
‘sland were attacked, is a perfect chimera; 
nor can we, as things now stand, diminish 
our force, for the purpose of attacking the 


the rich harvest of their diplomatic and 
official labours, which they have reaped 
out of the taxes levied both in England 
and Sicily, being subject to Buonaparteé; 
it is natural that they should seek oppor- 
tunities to do him some service in order to 
make their peace with him.—At a time 
when we were paying a large subsidy to 
the government of Naples, as our secret 
friends, they kept their friendship so very 
secret, that it looked like the bitterest en- 
mity. They refused us even the most 
paltry accommodations, which could have 
. put them to no possible expense or trouble. 
They would not permit a British Captain 
of a Man of War, anchored in Naples Bay, 
the trifling convenience of repairing a 
boat with his own carpenters and with his 
own materials, in their dock-yard, nor 
would they even allow him to make use of 
araftin the Mole for that purpose; and 
the only reason alleged by the Minister of 
Marine for bis refusal was, that this insig- 
nificant act of civility would give offence 
to the French party, so completely were 
they the friends or vassals of France. 
Soon after the time alluded to, they took 
the preliminary step for excluding us from 
the ports of Sicily, by putting Malta in 
quarantine; a thing which can be ac- 
counted for by no public reason, except 
their fear or love of the French, and ha- 
tred of us. It was certainly a hostile act; 
and the odium of it was not diminished, 
when we knew, that all the ports of Sicily 
Were at that time swarming with French 
privateers, and heard that a British squa- 
dron had been actually refused the com- 
mon refreshments of water and vegetables 
at Palermo. ‘This squadron had not come 
from Malta, consequently the quarantine, 
had it been a just one, could not have ap- 
plied to it. This state of affairs cannot be 
called neutrality. Inmy humble opinion, 
it was open war against us, for the refusal 
of water may cause the destruction of a 
fleet. But as the British Commander was 
told, the Government of Naples and Sicily 
were our secret friends; and this it seems 
gave them a right to do us as much mis- 
obiet as they pleased.” 
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enemy in some other point, with any 4. 
gree of prudence. In short, all thingy 
considered, our present alliance with ti, 
Government of Sicily, is upon the ery 
worstterms which the imagination ¢f qizy 
could have contrived for ourselves, {y 
the people of that island, and for its King 
as far as he takes any interest in the pre. 
servation of the remaining part of his do. 
minions.—Having . sufficiently lamente 
these evils, let us now enquire into the 
proper mode of remedying them —The 
first step is to point out to the Court of 
Palermo, the total insecurity of the Islanj 
under the present circumstances, and ty 
request they will for the common good of 
the allied Powers, appoint the British (y. 
neral in Sicily, Commander in Chief of their 
army; at the same time placing their oun 
Commissariat and Paymaster General’s de- 
partments, under the direction of the gen- 
tlemen who are at the head of the same 
departments in the British army; if the 
Sicilian Government accede to these re- 
quests, we shall subsidize them on the 
only terms we ought ever to subsidize 
foreign Power; by having the chief com: 
mand of their army entirely in our hands, 
and by providing for all its wants ou- | 
selves, without allowing a single guinea of 
our subsidy to enter the Treasury of our Ally 
By these means although the zmprovemeat 
of many of the Officers, who have grows 
grey under the present vicious system, 
may be despaired of; the great body ol 
the Officers, and all the soldiers, when 
they find themselves well-trealed, may It 
cover, or acquire a proper spirit, and be 
come zealous in the cause; and the cot 
ditions of all ranks being bettered, the 
envy and perhaps hatred, with which te 
Sicilian now look upon the British troops may 
give place to attachment, and a necessary 
emulation may be excited in the minds «l 
the former.—Should our alliance with 5 
cily be modified in this manner, the terms, 
although better than they are at preset! 
would still remain very disadvantageo 
to Great Britain ; for nothing can be mort 
unfair, and unjust, than that the whole re 
sources of so rich and great an island as ** 
cily, should be solely applied to the pom"? 
and pleasures of its Court, and to the 
charges of its civil administration ; without 
leaving, at least, some surplus of revenue 
for us, who have been, and are still, el 
viding the whole of the troops necess*) 
for its defence. By such an arrangement, 
however, we should find ourselves m° 





| more secure in Sicily, as @ military stati’ 
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Rytas itis likely from their former di- 
matic transactions with us, that the 
ct of Palermo may have formed a very 
opinion of cur firmness and penetra- 
1, itis by no means improbable, that 
» may endeavour to evade or baffle us 
our requests, or that they may even 
eu: adownright refusal. They may 
lus for instance, ‘that they are not 
yinced by our arguments, as to the 
essity of the measures which we pro- 
e; that the proper time to have made 
rh stipulations was when we first en- 
red into an alliance with them ; that we 
»>now bound by’a treaty which we can- 


tin justice infringe ; that no alteration | 


1 be made without mutual consent; 

d that they, as one of the high con- 
cting parties, do not admit of the pro- 
iety of any.”’—Such a refusal on the part 
the Court of Palermo, although very 
rnicious to the defence of Sicily, would, 
point of justice, be perfectly correct ; 
fovided they, themselves, have at all 
mes preserved good faith towards us: 
{treaties are binding upon two parties ; 

Kl they, on their side, by the articles of 
er treaty with us, engaged to keep, 
nistantly on foot, a well-disctplined re- 
ar army ofa certain strength, If on 
quiry into the present and past state of 
eirarmy, we should find that its disci- 
ine is bad, that the soldiers have not 
en properly clothed, fed, and paid, and 
hat the just claims of the officers have 
t been attended to; so that, upon the 
hole, their conduct to their troops has been 
umeful and oppressive; as both officers and 
‘ders have no scruple in publicly asserting ; 
We further find that they have always 
ceived us by false musters, never at any 
ie keeping on foot the number of troops 
gaged ; a thing which I have heard from 
¢ best authorities inthe British army, and 
phich is talked of as a matter of notoriety 
lover Sicily ; then it will be absurd in 
‘o admit of any refusal on the part of 

! e Court of Palermo to our proposals, for 
cy having failed in their engagements 
us, we shall be no longer bound to ad- 
“re to ours; and, consequently, the least 
‘bg which we can do, is to withdraw our 
ssidy, and to leave them to maintain 
‘cr army the best way they can by their 
'f resources.—We may then by means 
' the money thus saved, in a short time, 
“¢ a much more efficient. army of our 
wn, than we should ever be able to make 
“tof theirs, were it put ander our com- 


‘and. Henee the refusal of our demands, 
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by the Court of Palermo, would be very 
much to our advantage; for they would 
thereby forfeit all claim to our national geo 
nerosity, which they have already so much 
abused. It may be said, that should we 
withdraw our subsidy, in consequence of 
such a refusal, the Court of Palermo might 
feel themselves so much aggrieved by this 
just and necessary measure as to make peace 
wth Buonaparté, and call the French into 
Sicily. This rash step, by which they 
would insure their own destruction, would 
be the most fortunate thing for us that 
could happen; for, as I have before ob- 
served, in treating of the state of that 
Island, we shall have a much better chance 
of success, by fighting there, as the enemies, 
than as the allies, of the present Government. 
This would be the case even if the French 
had an army of 30,000 men in Sicily ; 
but it must be recollected, that they are 
at present blustering on the opposite shore, 
and before the Sicilian Government could 
profit by the assistance of French troops 
to drive us out of their Island, which they 
must beg our permission to let them cross 
over, which we, it may be presumed, shall 
not be weak enouzh to grant. As for the 
Government of Sicily making war against us, 
without the assistance of the French, by 
their own resources alone, unless they have 
been most egregiously duping us for the 
last five years, that is a thing absolutely 
impossible ; for, by their-own account, 
they have never been able to maintain 


their troops without our subsidies, so that ° 


the moment they declare against us, ther 
army must disperse without a battle, for want 
of pay. Admitting, however, that their 
poverty was a mere pretext, in order to 
celude us out of our money; and that 
Sicily might have been very well able to 
support au army without our assistance, 
to say nothing of the peasants, whom we 
might casily arm in our favour, The regu- 
lar native army in Sicily is not now, and 
never has been, s/ron? enouzh to match us in 
the field. And any hostilities, therefore, 
on the part of the Court of Palermo, are by 
no means a thing to be: dreaded; on the 
contrary, they would give us a right once 
more, to take possession of Sicily Sor ourselves, 
which would be atlended withthe most benefi~ 
cial effects to our national powers and prospers- 


ty: NOR OUGHT WE TO HAVE THE. 


SMALLEST SCRUPLE IN ADOPT- 


ING THIS VIGOROUS MEASURE, if. 


the Court of Palermo, by their MISCON- 


DUCT, give us JUST REASON for it — 
Unless they even know, and feel, that we 
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are prepared for acting in this way, ut will 
be impossible for us ever to depend upon 
their sincerity. It is absurd to suppose 
that any allied government in this world 
will not either shake us off or betray us, 
when ‘it fancies it to be for its interest so 
todo; untess it is fully convinced, that 
we are not merely powerful, sincere, and 
good-natured friends, but that our enmity, 
when provoked, « terrible, and our ven- 
geance destructive. If the Court of Palermo, 
after having received nearly ¢wo millions 
sterling of British money, without having 
fulfilled the stipulations by which they 
bound themselves, when they became our 
allies, should think proper to treat with 
contempt our moderate and reasonable re- 
quest, that we should command an army 
which we ourselves pay; and should ag- 
gravate the whole by going over with their 
booty to the French, they would certainly 
commit a most gross violation of the law 
of nations and of the faith of treaties ; and 
if we meanly and tamely allowed them to 
offer us all these insults and injuries with 
impunity, our own conduct would be con- 
trary to every principle of reason and jus- 
tice, and would make us the Jaughing- 
stock of the whole world.” 





SPAIN. Decree of the Cortes, relative to 
the admission of others than Nobles as 
Officers in the Army and Navy.—17th 
Aug. 1811. 

LD. Fernando the VIIth, by the Grace 
of God, hing of Spain and of the Indies, 
and, during his absence and captivity, the 
Council of Regency, authorised to act in 
his name, to all to whom these presents 
shall come: Know, that in the General 
and Extraordinary Cortes, assembled in 
the City of Cadiz, the following resolution 
was decreed :—The General and Extraor- 
dinary Cortes in the present situation of 
affairs, taking into consideration the pleas- 
ing necessity of giving every possible 
‘proof of the.estimation, united by the he- 
roic exertions which all ranks of Spaniards 
have made, and are now making in every 
possible way, in the critical circumstances 
of the country, against their unjust op- 
preasors ; and being desirous that the road 
to honour and glory should be jaid open 
to the children of so many gallant men, 








= 


POLITICAL REGISTER.— Oficial Papers. , 


} 




















449 
Schools, admission to which has hither, 
been confined to the descendants ‘he 
Nobility, decree—tst, That in al! Seo. 
and Seminaries, by land and sea. Gra. 
niards of respectable families be adminyy) 
provided they conform to the estab)lishe 
regulations.—2nd, That they be alsy a4, 
mitted as Cadets into all the COFps of the 
army, provided they possess the qualijica. 
tions requisite, without being oblive) to 
produce any proofs of Nobility, and ing rs 
the Royal Navy, the regulations, both ¢. Spans 
neral and particular, on this subject being 
suspended,—The Council of Regency wij 
take the necessary steps to enforce thy 
Decree, causing it to be printed, pub. 
lished, and circulated. 
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SPAIN. 





Heads of the New Constitution.< 
: August, 1811. 

On the 19th of August, 1811, a. 
pointed for the reading of the two Sections 
of the Constitution which have been 
finished by the Committee appointed to 
draw it up, (and the occasion attracted a 
great number of auditors,)—Senior Argu- 
elles delivered a most eloquent and erudite 
discourse, explanatory of the object: of the 





. . . . ba } Cate 
Constitution, its principal bases, and the all: 
|documents which had been consulted in 7 

a . . 2] Z %, 2 t : 19° tua 
preparing it,—Senor Perez de Casto, read nov 


In succession the two Sections, consisting 
of 242 articles, and including the follov- 
ing. 

- Preliminary and fundamental Principles. 

Spain belongs to the Spanish people, and 
is not the Patrimony of any Family.—Toe 
Nation only can make Fundamental Law. 
—The Roman Catholie and Apostolic Res 
ligion, unmixed with any other, is the only 
Religion which the Nation professes ™ 
will profess. —The Government of 5p?" 
is an hereditary Monarchy.—The Corts 
shall make the Laws, and the King shel 
execute them. 

Spanish Citizens. 

The Children of Spaniards, and of 
Foreigners married to Spanish wome?, of 
who bring a capital in order to naturallz 
themselves to the soil, or establish them 
selves in trade, or whe teach ary useful 
art, are Citizens of Spain.—None but (* 
zers can fill municipal offices. —The rig" 
of Citizenship may be lost by long absence 
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om they may combine, with the bravery | from the country, or by condemnati? ¢ 
y inherit (rom their fathers, the know- | to corporeal or infamous punishments. , 
ledge to be acquired in these Military (To be continued. ) 
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